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or shake his love for China and his admiration for its
old ways of domestic, social, and political life. When he
was more than sixty years of age he wished to pay the
duty of filial piety at his parents' tombs. Unable to dis-
cover these he sought out his married sister Mrs Chang,
and by her help he found them. Then, distressed at the
bad state in which the tombs were at the time, he ob-
tained leave from the Emperor to have the remains of
his parents transferred to a happy ground and reinterred
with honourable burial. Though the man had long ago
become a devoted son of Sakyamuni he still owned a
loving duty to his earthly parents.

As a Buddhist monk Yuan-chuang was very rigorous in
keeping the rules of his order and strict in all the observan-
ces of his religion. But his creed was broad, his piety never
became ascetic, and he was by nature tolerant. There
were lengths, however, to which he could not go, and
even his powerful friend the Emperor T-ai Tsung could
not induce him to translate Lao-tzu's "Tao-Te-Ching*
into Sanskrit or recognize Lao-tzu as in rank above the
Buddha. Modest and self-denying for himself Yuan-chuang
was always zealous for the dignity of his order and bold
for the honour of its founder. He was brave to a marvel,
and faced without fear the unknown perils of the visible
world and the unimagined terrors of unseen beings. Strong
of will and resolute of purpose, confident in himself and
the mission on which he was engaged, he also owned de-
pendence on other and higher beings. He bowed in
prayer and adoration to these and sued to them for help
and protection in all times of despair and distress. His
faith was simple and almost unquestioning, and he had
an aptitude for belief which has been called credulity.
But his was not that credulity which lightly believes the
impossible and accepts any statement merely because
it is on record and suits the convictions or prejudices of
the individual. Yuan-chuang always wanted to have his
own personal testimony, the witness of his own senses or
at least his personal experience. It is true his faith helped